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PhotoAccess offers residency opportunities to a number of 
artists each year. An aim of the residency program is to 
assist emerging artists to develop their practice and present 
work to a wider audience. 
 

Support for artists in residence includes PhotoAccess 
membership, use of facilities and equipment, access to 
courses and workshops, help with grants applications, 
mentoring and advice, technical and creative support and, 
in some cases, exhibition opportunities. 
 

PhotoAccess is a strong supporter of the ANU School of 
Artõs Emerging Artists Support Scheme (EASS): two of 
our residencies each year are awarded to School of Art 
final year graduates. Natalie Azzopardi and Katherine 
Griffiths are our residents from the 2010 graduating year. 
Support from the ACT component of the Visual Arts and 
Craft Strategy allows us to help emerging artists show their 
work as part of the HUW DAVIES GALLERY exhibitions 
program. For many this is their first solo exhibition, 
helping build a bridge between their student and future 
lives as contemporary visual artists. 
 

Unlike many of our artists in residence, Natalie Azzopardi 
has been a consistent visitor through 2011. She has used 
the darkroom and other facilities and participated in 
several courses. The work in Beyond the Laughing Sky has a 
connection with PhotoAccess, but a much stronger link 
with Azzopardiõs imagination.  She says it is: 
 

é a frozen world, preserved and presented as a 
ôWunderkammerõ or cabinet of curiosities é  I have 
combined many different elements from my past including 
pattern and objects, which embody a memory, time or place, 
creating a delicate imagery with the unrealistic colour of the 
imagined or remembered. Nostalgic and sentimental, this 
work aims to remind viewers of the simple happinesses 

 

We need more reminders of the simple happinesses. 
 

Natalie Azzopardi has given us a thoughtful and evocative 
reminder in Beyond the Laughing Sky, her first solo 
exhibition. The process of painting the exhibition images 
also reminds us of a time when the hand had a more 
important place in photography. We are proud to share 
Natalie Azzopardiõs Beyond the Laughing Sky with visitors to 
the HUW DAVIES GALLERY. 
 

David Chalker 
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Artist statement  
 

Beyond the Laughing Sky is a cabinet of curiosities of a childõs 
imagined world, a place comprised of real life and fantasy, a 
place where the line between these two isnõt necessarily 
established or thought of, where the real and unreal permeate 
each otherõs realms. Not unlike those written about in 
childrenõs stories; Wonderland, Neverland, land of OZ. 
 

This work is a frozen world, preserved and presented as a 
ôWunderkammerõ or cabinet of curiosities. These are a 
precursor to the museum, they were vast collections often 
containing unclassified natural science, relics and mythical 
trinkets among other things.  
 

I have combined many different elements from my past 
including pattern and objects, which embody a memory, time 
or place, creating a delicate imagery with the unrealistic 
colour of the imagined or remembered. Nostalgic and 
sentimental, this work aims to remind viewers of the simple 
happinesses. 
 

Natalie Azzopardi 
 

December 2011 

 
 

Artist CV 
 

Education 
 
2010 Bachelor of Visual Arts (Honours), majoring in 

photography and media arts 
 

2006 Year 12 Certificate Canberra College 

2004 Stromlo High School 

 
Solo exhibitions 
 
2011 Beyond the Laughing Sky, HUW DAVIES GALLERY, 

PhotoAccess, Manuka Arts Centre, Canberra, 
ACT 

 

Selected group exhibitions 
 
2011 Trivia, a group exhibition at The Foyer 

Gallery School of Art, ANU 
 

2010 ANU School of Art - Graduating Exhibition 
 

Here we are, exactly where we were a year ago, a 
group exhibition in Photo space, Photomedia 
department, ANU 
 

2009 ANU School of Art - Graduating Exhibition  
 

down turn,  a collaborative photographic book 
project 
 

Screening of collaborative abstract 16mm 
film as apart of the International Expanded 
Cinema Extravaganza at the National Film 
and Sound Archive, Canberra 
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2007 Contributor to Nude Nuts Leukaemia Foundation annual fundraising calendar 
 

2006 Our Treasures a group photographic exhibition at In the house café, Old Parliament House 
 

 
Awards 

 
2011 PhotoAccess Emerging Artist Support Scheme (EASS) residency 

 

2010 Ampersand Duck Broadside Residency 
 

Finalist in Libris Awards: The Australian Artistsõ Book Prize 
 

Finalist and award recipient in Lifeõs Reflections Photographic Competition, an ACT Seniorõs Week 
event 
 

2006 First prize in Lifeõs Reflections Photographic Competition, an ACT Seniorõs Week event 
 

2005 Equal second prize in the Friends of the Australian Botanic Gardens Photographic Competition, 
Secondary College black and white category 
 

2003 Second prize in the Friends of the Australian Botanic Gardens Photographic Competition, High 
School black and white category,  

 
Collections 

 
Artspace Mackay ð Mackay Regional Council Collection   
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Cards 
 



 

List of works 
 

Unique hand painted inkjet prints, 40 X 40 cm unless otherwise stated 
 
$267 (unframed) 
 
Other images are available 
 
 

1 Cat   

2 Clover   

3 Butterfly   

4 Tickets   

5 Shelf 1 French polished cedar with placed objects  
40 X 80 cm 

NFS 

6 Acorn   

7 Box   

8 Octopus   

9 Frog   

10 Marbles   

11 Shell   

12 Shelf 2 French polished cedar with placed objects 
40 X 120 cm 

NFS 

13 Cards   

 
 
 
 

 
 

Shelf 2 

 
 
 
 
 

 

HUW DAVIES GALLERY at PhotoAccess, Manuka Arts Centre, Corner Manuka Circle and NSW Crescent Griffith ACT  
tel. 02 6295 7810    photoaccess.org.au 
 


