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100 Views of Canberra

ACT Chief Minister
Katy Gallagher MLA
I’d like to congratulate the many talented
local photographers who contributed to
100 Views of Canberra. Their work has
truly captured the essence of what it’s
like living in our capital today.
The evocative images contained in this
wonderful publication tell a compelling
story of our city, and of the people who
call Canberra home. Just as Mildenhall’s
Canberra reflected the Canberra of the
1920s and 30s, 100 Views of Canberra provides a unique record of the
nation’s capital as it is now.
I’d like to thank PhotoAccess for their role in bringing the local
photographic community together in our Centenary year to produce
what will be a lasting legacy for Canberra’s next hundred years.
100 Views of Canberra is another community-driven project supported
by the Community Centenary Initiatives Fund. I commend this
publication to not only the people of the ACT, but also to all Australians.

Centenary
of Canberra
Creative Director
Robyn Archer AO
The Centenary of Canberra is
being celebrated in many
different ways throughout 2013.
We set out to bust a few myths
about the national capital—
to get more Australians to
understand that, while Canberra
remains a proud host to Federal Government, and to the great national
collecting institutions, it is a city in its own right, with all the facets and
multiple dimensions that any city has. The book The Invisible Thread: one
hundred years of words has done that through literature, and now with
100 Views of Canberra we have its photographic equivalent. This
publication now produces evidence of the variety and splendour of
Canberra’s natural and built environment and, most importantly, some
of the people who live here. I thank PhotoAccess for its great initiative
in bringing together so many photographers for this project, and for
producing such a beautiful portrait of the capital. The Centenary of
Canberra is very proud to have supported 100 Views of Canberra.
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Foreword
Dr Denise Ferris
Chair, PhotoAccess
100 Views of Canberra is a PhotoAccess
Centenary of Canberra project—
contemporary images by local
photographers representing the diversity
of a mature national capital, a place more
than 350,000 people call home.
Not surprisingly—considering the
number of photographers who have
contributed to the project (inclusive as
ever, 110 for anyone counting)—widely divergent places, moods,
people and times of day are represented in the collection. The
100 Views of Canberra book and the exhibition in the Huw Davies
Gallery are both valuable social documents, surveying the Canberra
only locals know. We hope the project will give people outside
Canberra a greater, more realistic understanding of their national capital.
PhotoAccess has contributed to the arts and community life for almost
30 years. In that time countless numbers of people have learned, talked
about and shown photography in our two locations: first at our now
demolished Kingsley Street, Canberra City premises and then, from
2002, in the Manuka Arts Centre. One aspect of our programs of which
we are particularly proud is our community partnerships work, allowing
people who would otherwise have difficulty accessing the arts for
reasons of disability, income, age or other factors to engage with the
arts through photography and allied media. Artists, including emerging
and Indigenous artists, find a supportive creative environment at
PhotoAccess.

100 Views of Canberra was intended to encourage community
engagement with the Centenary of Canberra, underlining the
importance of celebrating our city’s great achievements in the past
100 years, giving people a way to become involved in the Centenary
celebrations and promoting a fresh image of the national capital and its
people. I believe this has been achieved, and magnificently.
We had a tremendous response to our invitation to participate in the
project and I congratulate all of the photographers for their
contributions.
We thank distinguished writer and passionate Canberran, Marion
Halligan, for her thoughtful and evocative Introduction. We are grateful
for the support of the Centenary of Canberra through its Community
Centenary Initiatives Fund for a grant that enabled us to print the book,
and to its Director, Robyn Archer, for her generous message.
We thank the ACT Chief Minister, Katy Gallagher MLA, for her equally
generous message and very importantly acknowledge the ongoing
support of the ACT Government through Arts Minister Joy Burch MLA,
the ACT Arts Fund and artsACT. Without that strong support
PhotoAccess could not continue to provide its important programs to
the ACT community.
Barbie Robinson initiated and coordinated the project and designed
the book. David Chalker and Barbie Robinson were its joint editors and
joint curators of the Huw Davies Gallery100 Views of Canberra
exhibition. All of the staff of PhotoAccess and many of our volunteers
contributed as well, and I thank them. Stephen Best of Macquarie
Editions and Paragon Printers ensured the prints in the exhibition and
the book, respectively, were of outstanding quality and worthy tributes
to the Centenary of Canberra. We trust our community will speak
through these photographs to yours.
Image of Denise Ferris by Jason O’Brien

Introduction
Marion Halligan AM
What any work of art is about is getting you to see what the artist
sees. The painter uses oils, or watercolours, the sculptor stone or metal,
the writer words, but whatever the medium the passionate desire is to
show you what has been seen, what matters to the seer.
And so with these photographs. They show us Canberra. There are all
sorts of cameras involved, but they are less important than the eye that
gazes through them. Often it is familiar things that are looked at, Old
Parliament House for instance, but in this book it is a wobbly image
through a bus window that belongs particularly to the person who thus
travels past it, but once shared with us won’t be forgotten. The
reflecting pool at the War Memorial shows a trembling pattern of
arches, sprinkled with the sharp clear discs of wishing money glittering
through the water.
Other images are of hidden spaces, back alleys, odd corners, faintly
derelict often, shabby, neglected, but with their own beauty. Presented by
a loving eye, which cared to pay attention to them, they show us the
exotic in the mundane, and that it is all around us. They could help us
train our eyes to see, too. They find mysterious angles and viewpoints.
They invite us in through the back door. Some are highly arty, playing
games with light and reflections, all have some quality of artfulness, even
if only in conception. Some are lyrical. Others are abstract. All have a
certain formal beauty, even when the subject is apparently ugly. And
they have the quality of the caught moment.

Some are a record of disaster, like the aftermath of the fires at Mt
Stromlo. Some portray family affection. A bunch of swimmers in bright
green hats stands on the edge of the lake. A man paddles a brilliant red
kayak under a bridge. The roller coaster of the Museum captures the
moon. There is mist, and coloured autumn leaves, and street art.
Footballers, and boys on mountain bikes. The ‘wide brown land’
sculpture at the Arboretum harbours an almost invisible bride and
groom. Suburban roofs seen from the air make a bizarre pattern of
triangles. A Hills Hoist is hung with fresh washing. There are graffiti
mimicked in acrobatics and urban life and pastoral scenes and
burlesque. The painted colours of the merry-go-round horses are
brightly sinister. The myriad life of the city is on display.
The pictures are accompanied by statements from the artists. I liked the
idea that the city has an ‘atmosphere that allows the mind to wander
and wonder’, which is a fine description of the delights of this book.
One of the effects, as it was certainly one of the intentions, of this
centenary year is to show how far our actual Canberra is from the
many stereotypes that patronise and dismiss it.
This book is a wonderful correction of such a view, showing that
unconsidered banalities have no role here. It is a collection of
marvellous potential conversations.
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